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Code of Virginia
Title 18.2. Crimes and Offenses Generally
Chapter 8. Crimes Involving Morals and Decency

§ 18.2-369. Abuse and neglect of vulnerable
adults; penalties.
A. It is unlawful for any responsible person to abuse or neglect any vulnerable adult. Any
responsible person who abuses or neglects a vulnerable adult in violation of this section and th
abuse or neglect does not result in serious bodily injury or disease to the vulnerable adult is
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Any responsible person who is convicted of a second or
subsequent offense under this subsection is guilty of a Class 6 felony.

B. Any responsible person who abuses or neglects a vulnerable adult in violation of this section
and the abuse or neglect results in serious bodily injury or disease to the vulnerable adult is
guilty of a Class 4 felony. Any responsible person who abuses or neglects a vulnerable adult in
violation of this section and the abuse or neglect results in the death of the vulnerable adult is
guilty of a Class 3 felony.

C. For purposes of this section:

"Abuse" means (i) knowing and willful conduct that causes physical injury or pain or (ii) 
knowing and willful use of physical restraint, including confinement, as punishment, for 
convenience or as a substitute for treatment, except where such conduct or physical restraint, 
including confinement, is a part of care or treatment and is in furtherance of the health and 
safety of the vulnerable adult.

"Neglect" means the knowing and willful failure by a responsible person to provide treatment, 
care, goods, or services which results in injury to the health or endangers the safety of a 
vulnerable adult.

"Responsible person" means a person who has responsibility for the care, custody, or control 
of vulnerable adult by operation of law or who has assumed such responsibility voluntarily by 
contract or in fact.

"Serious bodily injury or disease" includes but is not limited to (i) disfigurement, (ii) a fracture,
(iii) a severe burn or laceration, (iv) mutilation, (v) maiming, or (vi) life-threatening internal
injuries or conditions, whether or not caused by trauma.

"Vulnerable adult" means any person 18 years of age or older who is impaired by reason of 
mental illness, intellectual or developmental disability, physical illness or disability, or other 
causes, including age, to the extent the adult lacks sufficient understanding or capacity to make
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communicate, or carry out reasonable decisions concerning his well-being or has one or more 
limitations that substantially impair the adult's ability to independently provide for his daily 
needs or safeguard his person, property, or legal interests.

D. No responsible person shall be in violation of this section whose conduct was (i) in accordan 
with the informed consent of the vulnerable adult that was given when he was not vulnerable 
a person authorized to consent on his behalf; (ii) in accordance with a declaration by the 
vulnerable adult under the Health Care Decisions Act (§ 54.1-2981 et seq.) that was given when 
he was not vulnerable or with the provisions of a valid medical power of attorney; (iii) in 
accordance with the wishes of the vulnerable adult that were made known when he was not 
vulnerable or a person authorized to consent on behalf of the vulnerable adult and in accord 
with the tenets and practices of a church or religious denomination; (iv) incident to necessary 
movement of, placement of, or protection from harm to the vulnerable adult; or (v) a bona fide 
recognized, or approved practice to provide medical care.

1992, c. 551; 1994, c. 620; 2000, c. 796; 2001, c. 181; 2004, c. 863; 2007, cc. 562, 653; 2012, cc. 476, 
507; 2019, c. 234; 2022, cc. 259, 642.
The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this section may not constitute a
comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters whose provisions have expired. 11/27/20
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Code of Virginia

Title 63.2. Welfare (Social Services)

Chapter 16. Adult Services

§ 63.2-1606. Protection of aged or
incapacitated adults; mandated and
voluntary reporting.
A. Matters giving reason to suspect the abuse, neglect or exploitation of

adults shall be reported immediately upon the reporting person's

determination that there is such reason to suspect. Medical facilities

inspectors of the Department of Health are exempt from reporting

suspected abuse immediately while conducting federal inspection surveys

in accordance with § 1864 of Title XVIII and Title XIX of the Social Security

Act, as amended, of certified nursing facilities as defined in § 32.1-123.

Reports shall be made to the local department or the adult protective

services hotline in accordance with requirements of this section by the

following persons acting in their professional capacity:

1. Any person licensed, certified, or registered by health regulatory boards

listed in § 54.1-2503, with the exception of persons licensed by the Board o

Veterinary Medicine;

2. Any mental health services provider as defined in § 54.1-2400.1;

3. Any emergency medical services provider certified by the Board of Health

pursuant to § 32.1-111.5, unless such provider immediately reports the

suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation directly to the attending physician

at the hospital to which the adult is transported, who shall make such

report forthwith;
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4. Any guardian or conservator of an adult;

5. Any person employed by or contracted with a public or private agency or

facility and working with adults in an administrative, supportive or direct

care capacity;

6. Any person providing full, intermittent or occasional care to an adult for

compensation, including, but not limited to, companion, chore, homemaker

and personal care workers;

7. Any law-enforcement officer; and

8. Any person who engages in the practice of behavior analysis, as defined i

§ 54.1-2900.

B. The report shall be made in accordance with subsection A to the local

department of the county or city wherein the adult resides or wherein the

adult abuse, neglect or exploitation is believed to have occurred or to the

adult protective services hotline. Nothing in this section shall be construed

to eliminate or supersede any other obligation to report as required by law.

If a person required to report under this section receives information

regarding abuse, neglect or exploitation while providing professional

services in a hospital, nursing facility or similar institution, then he may, in

lieu of reporting, notify the person in charge of the institution or his

designee, who shall report such information, in accordance with the

institution's policies and procedures for reporting such matters,

immediately upon his determination that there is reason to suspect abuse,

neglect or exploitation. Any person required to make the report or

notification required by this subsection shall do so either orally or in writin

and shall disclose all information that is the basis for the suspicion of adult

abuse, neglect or exploitation. Upon request, any person required to make

the report shall make available to the adult protective services worker and

the local department investigating the reported case of adult abuse, neglect

or exploitation any information, records or reports which document the

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-2900/
Lynn Kay

Lynn Kay

Lynn Kay

Lynn Kay

Lynn Kay



basis for the report. All persons required to report suspected adult abuse,

neglect or exploitation shall cooperate with the investigating adult

protective services worker of a local department and shall make

information, records and reports which are relevant to the investigation

available to such worker to the extent permitted by state and federal law.

Criminal investigative reports received from law-enforcement agencies

shall not be further disseminated by the investigating agency nor shall they

be subject to public disclosure; such reports may, however, be disclosed to

the Adult Fatality Review Team as provided in § 32.1-283.5 or to a local or

regional adult fatality review team as provided in § 32.1-283.6 and, if

reviewed by the Team or a local or regional adult fatality review team, shall

be subject to applicable confidentiality requirements of the Team or a local

or regional adult fatality review team.

C. Any financial institution staff who suspects that an adult has been

exploited financially may report such suspected financial exploitation and

provide supporting information and records to the local department of the

county or city wherein the adult resides or wherein the exploitation is

believed to have occurred or to the adult protective services hotline.

D. Any person other than those specified in subsection A who suspects that

an adult is an abused, neglected or exploited adult may report the matter to

the local department of the county or city wherein the adult resides or

wherein the abuse, neglect or exploitation is believed to have occurred or to

the adult protective services hotline.

E. Any person who makes a report or provides records or information

pursuant to subsection A, C, or D, or who testifies in any judicial proceeding

arising from such report, records or information, or who takes or causes to

be taken with the adult's or the adult's legal representative's informed

consent photographs, video recordings, or appropriate medical imaging of

the adult who is subject of a report shall be immune from any civil or

criminal liability on account of such report, records, information,
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photographs, video recordings, appropriate medical imaging or testimony,

unless such person acted in bad faith or with a malicious purpose.

F. An employer of a mandated reporter shall not prohibit a mandated

reporter from reporting directly to the local department or to the adult

protective services hotline. Employers whose employees are mandated

reporters shall notify employees upon hiring of the requirement to report.

G. Any person 14 years of age or older who makes or causes to be made a

report of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation that he knows to be false is

guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. Any subsequent conviction of this

provision is a Class 2 misdemeanor.

H. Any person who fails to make a required report or notification pursuant

to subsection A shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $500 for

the first failure and not less than $100 nor more than $1,000 for any

subsequent failures. Civil penalties under subdivision A 7 shall be

determined by a court of competent jurisdiction, in its discretion. All other

civil penalties under this section shall be determined by the Commissioner

for Aging and Rehabilitative Services or his designee. The Commissioner fo

Aging and Rehabilitative Services shall establish by regulation a process for

imposing and collecting civil penalties, and a process for appeal of the

imposition of such penalty pursuant to § 2.2-4026 of the Administrative

Process Act.

I. Any mandated reporter who has reasonable cause to suspect that an adul

died as a result of abuse or neglect shall immediately report such suspicion

to the appropriate medical examiner and to the appropriate law-

enforcement agency, notwithstanding the existence of a death certificate

signed by a licensed physician. The medical examiner and the law-

enforcement agency shall receive the report and determine if an

investigation is warranted. The medical examiner may order an autopsy. If

an autopsy is conducted, the medical examiner shall report the findings to
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law enforcement, as appropriate, and to the local department or to the adul

protective services hotline.

J. No person or entity shall be obligated to report any matter if the person o

entity has actual knowledge that the same matter has already been reported

to the local department or to the adult protective services hotline.

K. All law-enforcement departments and other state and local departments

agencies, authorities and institutions shall cooperate with each adult

protective services worker of a local department in the detection,

investigation and prevention of adult abuse, neglect and exploitation.

L. Financial institution staff may refuse to execute a transaction, may delay

a transaction, or may refuse to disburse funds if the financial institution

staff (i) believes in good faith that the transaction or disbursement may

involve, facilitate, result in, or contribute to the financial exploitation of an

adult or (ii) makes, or has actual knowledge that another person has made, 

report to the local department or adult protective services hotline stating a

good faith belief that the transaction or disbursement may involve,

facilitate, result in, or contribute to the financial exploitation of an adult.

The financial institution staff may continue to refuse to execute a

transaction, delay a transaction, or refuse to disburse funds for a period no

longer than 30 business days after the date upon which such transaction or

disbursement was initially requested based on a good faith belief that the

transaction or disbursement may involve, facilitate, result in, or contribute

to the financial exploitation of an adult, unless otherwise ordered by a cour

of competent jurisdiction. Upon refusing to execute a transaction, delaying

a transaction, or refusing to disburse funds, the financial institution shall

report such refusal or delay within five business days to the local

department or the adult protective services hotline. Upon request, and to

the extent permitted by state and federal law, financial institution staff may

report any information or records relevant to a report or investigation to th

local department of social services or to a court-appointed guardian ad
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litem for the adult who is the subject of the investigation. Absent gross

negligence or willful misconduct, the financial institution and its staff shall

be immune from civil or criminal liability for (a) providing information or

records to the local department of social services or to a court-appointed

guardian ad litem or (b) refusing to execute a transaction, delaying a

transaction, or refusing to disburse funds pursuant to this subsection. The

authority of a financial institution staff to refuse to execute a transaction, t

delay a transaction, or to refuse to disburse funds pursuant to this

subsection shall not be contingent upon whether financial institution staff

has reported suspected financial exploitation of the adult pursuant to

subsection C.

1977, c. 547, § 63.1-55.3; 1984, c. 628; 1986, cc. 448, 487; 1990, c. 308; 1991,

c. 33; 1994, c. 891; 1997, c. 687; 1999, c. 749; 2001, c. 191; 2002, c. 747; 2004

cc. 749, 1011; 2008, c. 539; 2009, c. 538; 2012, cc. 803, 835; 2013, cc. 72, 331

2015, c. 108; 2017, c. 195; 2019, cc. 339, 420, 421; 2020, c. 931; 2021, Sp. Ses

I, cc. 207, 208; 2022, cc. 743, 766.
The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this

section may not constitute a comprehensive list of such chapters and may exclude chapters

whose provisions have expired. 4/15/202

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/law-library
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/law-library
http://codecommission.dls.virginia.gov/
http://codecommission.dls.virginia.gov/
http://register.dls.virginia.gov/
http://register.dls.virginia.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/developers
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/developers
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/developers
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/developers
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?941+ful+CHAP0891
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?971+ful+CHAP0687
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?991+ful+CHAP0749
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?011+ful+CHAP0191
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?021+ful+CHAP0747
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP0749
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?041+ful+CHAP1011
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?081+ful+CHAP0539
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?091+ful+CHAP0538
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0803
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+ful+CHAP0835
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?131+ful+CHAP0072
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?131+ful+CHAP0331
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?151+ful+CHAP0108
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+ful+CHAP0195
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0339
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0420
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+ful+CHAP0421
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+CHAP0931
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+CHAP0207
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+CHAP0208
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+CHAP0743
http://legacylis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?221+ful+CHAP0766


Session Information  Bills & Resolutions  State Budget

Virginia Law  Reports to the General Assembly

Code of Virginia

Title 18.2. Crimes and Offenses Generally

Subtitle .

Chapter 2. Principals and Accessories

Chapter 2. Principals and Accessories.
§ 18.2-18. How principals in second degree and accessories before the fact punished.

In the case of every felony, every principal in the second degree and every accessory before the fact ma

be indicted, tried, convicted and punished in all respects as if a principal in the first degree; provided,

however, that except in the case of a killing for hire under the provisions of subdivision A 2 of § 18.2-3

or a killing pursuant to the direction or order of one who is engaged in a continuing criminal enterpris

under the provisions of subdivision A 10 of § 18.2-31 or a killing pursuant to the direction or order of

one who is engaged in the commission of or attempted commission of an act of terrorism under the

provisions of subdivision A 13 of § 18.2-31, an accessory before the fact or principal in the second

degree to an aggravated murder shall be indicted, tried, convicted and punished as though the offense

were murder in the first degree.

Code 1950, § 18.1-11; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15; 1977, c. 478; 1997, c. 313; 2002, cc. 588, 623; 2021, S

Sess. I, cc. 344, 345.

§ 18.2-19. How accessories after the fact punished; certain exceptions.

Every accessory after the fact is guilty of (i) a Class 6 felony in the case of a homicide offense that is

punishable as a Class 1 or Class 2 felony or (ii) a Class 1 misdemeanor in the case of any other felony.

However, no person in the relation of spouse, parent or grandparent, child or grandchild, or sibling, by

consanguinity or affinity, or servant to the offender, who, after the commission of a felony, aids or

assists a principal felon or accessory before the fact to avoid or escape from prosecution or punishmen

shall be deemed an accessory after the fact.

Code 1950, §§ 18.1-11, 18.1-12; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15; 2014, c. 668; 2020, c. 900; 2021, Sp. Sess. 

cc. 344, 345.

§ 18.2-20. Reserved.

Reserved.

§ 18.2-21. When and where accessories tried; how indicted.

An accessory, either before or after the fact, may, whether the principal felon be convicted or not, or be

amenable to justice or not, be indicted, tried, convicted and punished in the county or corporation in

which he became accessory, or in which the principal felon might be indicted. Any such accessory befo

the fact may be indicted either with such principal or separately.

Code 1950, § 18.1-13; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15.
4/24/20
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Virginia Law  Reports to the General Assembly

Code of Virginia

Title 18.2. Crimes and Offenses Generally

Chapter 10. Crimes Against the Administration of Justice

§ 18.2-460. Obstructing justice; resisting arrest;
fleeing from a law-enforcement officer; penalties.
A. If any person without just cause knowingly obstructs a judge, magistrate, justice, juror, attorney for

the Commonwealth, witness, any law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer employed pursuan

to § 3.2-6555 in the performance of his duties as such or fails or refuses without just cause to cease su

obstruction when requested to do so by such judge, magistrate, justice, juror, attorney for the

Commonwealth, witness, law-enforcement officer, or animal control officer employed pursuant to § 3.

6555, he is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

B. Except as provided in subsection C, any person who, by threats or force, knowingly attempts to

intimidate or impede a judge, magistrate, justice, juror, attorney for the Commonwealth, witness, any

law-enforcement officer, or an animal control officer employed pursuant to § 3.2-6555 lawfully engage

in his duties as such, or to obstruct or impede the administration of justice in any court, is guilty of a

Class 1 misdemeanor.

C. If any person by threats of bodily harm or force knowingly attempts to intimidate or impede a judge

magistrate, justice, juror, attorney for the Commonwealth, witness, any law-enforcement officer,

lawfully engaged in the discharge of his duty, or to obstruct or impede the administration of justice in

any court relating to a violation of or conspiracy to violate § 18.2-248 or subdivision (a)(3), (b) or (c) of

18.2-248.1, or § 18.2-46.2 or § 18.2-46.3, or relating to the violation of or conspiracy to violate any

violent felony offense listed in subsection C of § 17.1-805, he is guilty of a Class 5 felony.

D. Any person who knowingly and willfully makes any materially false statement or representation to 

law-enforcement officer or an animal control officer employed pursuant to § 3.2-6555 who is in the

course of conducting an investigation of a crime by another is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

E. Any person who intentionally prevents or attempts to prevent a law-enforcement officer from

lawfully arresting him, with or without a warrant, is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. For purposes of

this subsection, intentionally preventing or attempting to prevent a lawful arrest means fleeing from a

law-enforcement officer when (i) the officer applies physical force to the person, or (ii) the officer

communicates to the person that he is under arrest and (a) the officer has the legal authority and the

immediate physical ability to place the person under arrest, and (b) a reasonable person who receives

such communication knows or should know that he is not free to leave.

Code 1950, § 18.1-310; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15; 1976, c. 269; 1984, c. 571; 1989, c. 506; 1993, c. 74

1996, c. 718; 1999, cc. 770, 800; 2002, cc. 527, 810, 818; 2003, cc. 111, 149; 2004, cc. 396, 435; 2007, cc.
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 Virginia Law Library

The Code of Virginia, Constitution of

Virginia, Charters, Authorities,

Compacts and Uncodified Acts are

now available in EPub eBook format.



 Helpful Resources

Virginia Code Commission

Virginia Register of Regulations

U.S. Constitution

 For Developers

The Virginia Law website data is

available via a web service. 
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Code of Virginia

Title 18.2. Crimes and Offenses Generally

Chapter 4. Crimes Against the Person

§ 18.2-47. Abduction and kidnapping defined; forced
labor; punishment.
A. Any person who, by force, intimidation or deception, and without legal justification or excuse, seizes, takes,

transports, detains or secretes another person with the intent to deprive such other person of his personal liberty

or to withhold or conceal him from any person, authority or institution lawfully entitled to his charge, shall be

deemed guilty of "abduction."

B. Any person who, by force, intimidation or deception, and without legal justification or excuse, obtains the labo

or services of another person, or seizes, takes, transports, detains or secretes another person or threatens to do so

with the intent to subject him to forced labor or services, shall be deemed guilty of "abduction." For purposes of

this subsection, the term "intimidation" shall include destroying, concealing, confiscating, withholding, or

threatening to withhold a passport, immigration document, or other governmental identification, threatening to

report another as being illegally present in the United States, or threatening to separate another from or to harm

family member.

C. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any law-enforcement officer in the performance of his duty.

The terms "abduction" and "kidnapping" shall be synonymous in this Code. Except as provided in subsection D,

abduction of a minor shall be punished as a Class 2 felony. Abduction for which no punishment is otherwise

prescribed shall be punished as a Class 5 felony.

D. If an offense under subsection A is committed by the parent or a family or household member, as defined in §

16.1-228, who has been ordered custody or visitation of the person abducted and punishable as contempt of cour

in any proceeding then pending, the offense shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor in addition to being punishable as

contempt of court. However, such offense, if committed by the parent or a family or household member, as define

in § 16.1-228, who has been ordered custody or visitation of the person abducted and punishable as contempt of

court in any proceeding then pending and the person abducted is removed from the Commonwealth by the

abducting parent or a family or household member, as defined in § 16.1-228, who has been ordered custody or

visitation, shall be a Class 6 felony in addition to being punishable as contempt of court.

Code 1950, §§ 18.1-36, 18.1-37; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15; 1979, c. 663; 1980, c. 506; 1997, c. 747; 2009, c. 662;

2023, c. 400; 2024, c. 368.

The chapters of the acts of assembly referenced in the historical citation at the end of this section may not constitute a comprehensive list of

such chapters and may exclude chapters whose provisions have expired.
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