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Code of Virginia

Title 18.2. Crimes and Offenses Generally

Subtitle .

Chapter 2. Principals and Accessories

Chapter 2. Principals and Accessories.
§ 18.2-18. How principals in second degree and accessories before the fact punished.

In the case of every felony, every principal in the second degree and every accessory before the fact ma

be indicted, tried, convicted and punished in all respects as if a principal in the first degree; provided,

however, that except in the case of a killing for hire under the provisions of subdivision A 2 of § 18.2-3

or a killing pursuant to the direction or order of one who is engaged in a continuing criminal enterpris

under the provisions of subdivision A 10 of § 18.2-31 or a killing pursuant to the direction or order of

one who is engaged in the commission of or attempted commission of an act of terrorism under the

provisions of subdivision A 13 of § 18.2-31, an accessory before the fact or principal in the second

degree to an aggravated murder shall be indicted, tried, convicted and punished as though the offense

were murder in the first degree.

Code 1950, § 18.1-11; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15; 1977, c. 478; 1997, c. 313; 2002, cc. 588, 623; 2021, S

Sess. I, cc. 344, 345.

§ 18.2-19. How accessories after the fact punished; certain exceptions.

Every accessory after the fact is guilty of (i) a Class 6 felony in the case of a homicide offense that is

punishable as a Class 1 or Class 2 felony or (ii) a Class 1 misdemeanor in the case of any other felony.

However, no person in the relation of spouse, parent or grandparent, child or grandchild, or sibling, by

consanguinity or affinity, or servant to the offender, who, after the commission of a felony, aids or

assists a principal felon or accessory before the fact to avoid or escape from prosecution or punishmen

shall be deemed an accessory after the fact.

Code 1950, §§ 18.1-11, 18.1-12; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15; 2014, c. 668; 2020, c. 900; 2021, Sp. Sess. 

cc. 344, 345.

§ 18.2-20. Reserved.

Reserved.

§ 18.2-21. When and where accessories tried; how indicted.

An accessory, either before or after the fact, may, whether the principal felon be convicted or not, or be

amenable to justice or not, be indicted, tried, convicted and punished in the county or corporation in

which he became accessory, or in which the principal felon might be indicted. Any such accessory befo

the fact may be indicted either with such principal or separately.

Code 1950, § 18.1-13; 1960, c. 358; 1975, cc. 14, 15.
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 Virginia Law Library

The Code of Virginia, Constitution

of Virginia, Charters, Authorities,

Compacts and Uncodified Acts

are now available in EPub eBook

format. 

 Helpful Resources

Virginia Code Commission

Virginia Register of Regulations

U.S. Constitution

 For Developers

The Virginia Law website data is

available via a web service. 
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